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Music at the FIS

The Music Program at the FIS has developed over the past several  

years into a strong, multi-faceted programme that encourages  

students to develop an understanding and appreciation for a wide 

range of music styles, develop and extend their own musical interests 

and increase their ability to make judgments of musical quality. In the 

early years of the school, music classes were taught by elementary 

classroom teachers as part of the general program. 

At the start of the 2001 - 2002 school year, the program got a boost 

with the addition of a music specialist and a new piano, purchased 

with funds raised by the PTO. From this point on, the Elementary 

Music Program began to follow the Orff method of music instruction, 

incorporating mallet instruments, recorders, singing and movement 

into class activities. In school year 2003 - 2004 a band program was 

introduced at the Grade 6 level offering instruction on the flute, 

clarinet, trumpet, trombone and percussion instruments. It has 

continued to grow over the past several years and now extends  

through Grade Nine. Additional instruments that are now available 

include alto and tenor saxophones, French horn and baritone.

With the addition of the High School, music classes have moved  

away from instrumental performance based classes due to the wide 

range of musical abilities among the students at this level. Instead,  

High School music classes take a deeper look at Music History from 

Gregorian chant to 20 th Century Jazz as well as music appreciation  

from all corners of the globe. Music has also been an important  

part of the After School Activity Program at the FIS. Over the years, 

activities such as “Music with Mallet Instruments,” “We’ve got  

Rhythm,” “Recorder Club,” “Guitar Club,” Choir and the ever popular 

Jazz Band have been offered to help extend the music curriculum.

Peter Thorpe 

Middle School Principal and Head of the Music Department

“Through dedicated and focused practice, we will develop the skills, 

ideas, and attitudes necessary to prepare for a lifelong love for 

movement, competition, and team work.” 

Mila Fischer

Head of the PE Department

Adrian Haug

PE teacher

Grade 4 students Maxi Distler and Paul-Louis Van-Uem running 400 meters Matthew Dennet (Grade 4) High Jump competition
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Middle School Science Week TripsMiddle School and High School Annual Spring Concert 

Last week the Middle School participated in Science Week. We went  

to the Planetarium in Nuremberg and the Deutsches Museum in 

Munich.

At the Planetarium, we learned a lot about space. It was set up so  

that we could see a sky in movement on the ceiling. During the 

presentation, the director showed us the Big Dipper, the Little  

Dipper, the Northern Star and the Zodiac Signs. The Zodiac Signs 

represent the months of the earth year. We did some hands-on  

science activities such as trying to make the tallest paper tower and  

a cargo package for an egg.

We only had a set amount of materials to use for both of these  

science projects. This forced us to stretch our imaginations with hopes 

of reaching our goal in an effective way.

The next day, we went to the Deutsches Museum. It is very 

big and has so many things to see. Each class received a 

topic to learn about. The Fifth Graders received the topic 

of power engines, steam engines, and water wheels.  

Jaelyn said: ”What I found interesting were the windmills.  

I learned that if you do not build a windmill in the direction 

that the wind is blowing, the mill will collapse.” Janeice said: 

”What I found interesting were the musical instruments.  

I was able to see many different instruments and to learn 

how they have improved over the years.”

We really enjoyed the Science Week and look forward to it 

again next year!

Janeice (Grade 6) and Jaelyn (Grade 5) Millon

Students

On May 29 th the Music Department held its annual spring 

concert at the Convent Campus for Grades 5 to 9. It was 

sweltering hot on the terrace, but we were very excited  

about playing our instruments in front of the parents. The  

concert started a bit after 4 o’clock and lasted for just over  

an hour. Mr. Thorpe had planned the programme in a way  

that allowed students to play their band instruments ac-

cording to their abilities and experience. The concert began 

with Grade 7 and the Beginner Grade 9 bands playing one 

song. Other groups followed: class bands and sometimes a 

combination of grades, each playing one or more songs.

There was a mixture of traditional and rock music. In the Grade 6 

Band there was a student playing the oboe, the first ever 6th Grader 

playing this instrument. The youngest students in the Middle School, 

the Grade 5s, played on their recorders. Budding musicians! We had 

two great piano soloists: Marina Tomari played “Impromptu” and  

Leon Rodi played a piece by Beethoven. Great job, Marina and Leon! 

Then along came the FIS Jazz Band and wow, they were fantastic.  

Their two singers singing ‘Big Time in the City’ sounded very  

professional. Grades 7, 8 and 9 rounded off the concert with Robert  

W. Smith’s “The Tempest.” Before and during the show, one could 

buy a drink or two at the PTO stand. Parents could also go inside the  

school building to look at the art exhibition arranged by Ms. Müller. 

What an amazing collection of drawings and paintings!

The band concert was a fun experience for everyone. Thank you  

Mr. Thorpe and all the teachers who helped make this concert  

enjoyable for both students andparents.

Johannes Heyl 

Student Grade 6

Johannes Heyl Janeice Millon

Jaelyn Millon
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Model United Nations Conference

Armed with policy statements, resolutions, speeches and a  

fear of the unknown, 8 students from the FIS High School set 

out for the Model United Nations (MUN) of the International 

School of Stuttgart on April 3rd, 2008. The International  

School of Stuttgart was hosting its first Model United  

Nations. It concentrated on the crucial issues facing the planet 

caused by climate change and specifically on those raised by 

the International Polar Year 2008 campaign.

The FIS students were divided into two delegations and 

were given the very demanding task of representing China and 

France. France was ably led by their ambassador, Conor O’Flaherty; 

the remainder of the delegation consisted of Jasmin Millon on 

the Security Council, Jacqui Almond on the Economic and Social  

Council and Yao Yang on the Special Conference committee. Chris 

Niksch was the Chinese ambassador, Felix Katzer was on the Security 

Council and Ellie Welsman and Declan O’Flaherty made up the rest  

of the Chinese delegation.

From the start the FIS MUNers were involved in some intense lobby-

ing. On the second day Conor and Chris, as ambassadors, had to 

give opening speeches to the General Assembly; quite a daunting 

task considering the number of people present. The FIS delegates 

representing France and China were very much on the forefront of 

this MUN, lobbying intensely, merging and amending resolutions.  

The delegation from China had to take center stage on Sunday as  

they were in the midst of a crisis in which a Chinese naval ship armed 

with two nuclear warheads entered Russian Arctic waters.	 >>>

From left to right: Conor O’Flaherty, Yao Yang, Jasmin Millon, Ellie Welsmann, Dr. Browne, Declan O’Flaherty, Jacqui Almong, Felix Katzer and Chris Niksch

Dr. Liam Browne

Chris Niksch (middle) and Yao Yang (right);

Scene: FIS students representing China and France
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Fundatia Inocenti 

For the last two and a half years,  the FIS has been fundraising for 

Fundatia Inocenti in Bistrita in Romania. Now that Fundatia Inocenti 

is about to celebrate its tenth anniversary, I would like to take this 

opportunity to reveal a little more about the project. You may re-

member a Boston Globe photo-documentary by photographer,  

Michael Carroll and Dr. Bill Griffo of New York. It appeared in the  

spring of 1990 after the Hospital/Cornell Medical Center exposed the 

plight of Romanian orphans and the nation’s pediatric AIDS epidemic.

At this time Romania was shaking off the shackles of the Ceausescu 

dictatorship. The country had a highly disproportionate number of 

orphans as a result of the brutalities of the regime and the disastrous 

economic situation. Fortunately, since the early 1990s the mission 

of Fundatia Inocenti has changed. With the improved conditions in 

Romania, the purpose of the organization is to support Romanian 

children and families in order to prevent abandonment.

Because of the work of Fundatia Inocenti, and other organizations like 

it, there have been dramatic changes in the way abandoned children 

are cared for in Romania. Fundatia Inocenti and its partner Romanian 

Children’s Relief sponsor the professional development and daily work 

of 22 Romanian staff and more than 100 volunteers serving hundreds 

of abandoned and at-risk children and children with special needs. 

They aim to improve the lives of post-institutionalized children by 

 

providing them and their foster families with counseling, training, 

physical therapy, advocacy, equipment, home visits and monthly 

support groups. They also work with Bistrita County Hospital to 

provide children with the psycho-social stimulation and early literacy 

activities needed for healthy child development. In addition, they 

conduct nutrition and child care classes for parents to help prevent 

abandonment. So as you can see the organization can no longer be 

simply labeled a Romanian orphanage. In fact the Fundatia Inocenti 

does not like the term orphanage associated with it.

Roberta’s story is a reminder to all of us about what Fundatia Inocenti 

does. Little Roberta was born to a poor, single mother who abandoned 

her ten days later because she had heart and developmental problems. 

On 17 January Roberta was moved to the pediatric section of the 

Bistrita County Hospital. At ten months Roberta was transferred to 

the Bistrita Placement Center. Many people involved with Fundatia 

Inocenti have come to know Roberta and her sad story. So last year, 

when the French government gave Fundatia Inocenti a grant to create 

early intervention (E.I.) services for handicapped babies and toddlers 

in Bistrita County, little Roberta was chosen to appear on the posters 

encouraging families to come and get help for their children. Even 

though everyone knew that Roberta’s condition would shorten her life 

to months instead of years, there was still shock when she died last 

year. Fundatia Inocenti tries to stop a repeat of such cases. 	 >>>

After three days of parliamentary procedure and early rises, this  

group was exhausted on their return. I would like to take this 

opportunity to congratulation all the FIS MUNers on a job well done.

MUN workshops will take a break for the next two weeks and will 

then resume preparations for the Model United Nations of Alkmaar, 

Holland at the end of June.

Dr. Liam Browne 

High School Principal
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The International Baccalaureate (IB)

The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) was founded in 

Geneva, Switzerland in 1968 as a non-profit educational foundation. 

Its original purpose was to facilitate the international mobility of 

students preparing for university by providing schools with a curricu-

lum and diploma recognized by universities around the world. Since 

then its mission has expanded, and it now seeks to make an IB  

education available to students of all ages. The IBO, along with 

approximately 400 other organizations, is part of the Economic and 

Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC). This relationship with 

the United Nations and its agencies does not extend to curriculum 

development or assessments.

http://www.ibo.org/ibna/actionpacks/documents/MythvFacts.PDF

In April, 2007, the FIS became authorized to offer the IB Diploma 

Program.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program (DP) is taught 

in 2,075 schools, often in international schools, in 125 countries  

(as of 2007) around the world. It is the most widely recognized  

pre-university educational program. In February, 2000, the Conference 

of German Heads of Universities (Hochschulrektorenkonferenz) 

accepted the IB diploma for admission to German universities. It 

is conditioned on a certain combination of subjects, which can be 

fulfilled in the IB program. For more details, see www.anabin.de. 

  

Over 800 universities in the United States alone recognize the IB 

Diploma as a mark of academic excellence. Such universities include 

Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Johns Hopkins, MIT, Princeton, Stanford, 

the US Air Force Academy, and the US Naval Academy. In the United 

Kingdom, most universities, including Oxford and Cambridge, accept 

the IB Diploma as an alternative to A-levels and Scottish Highers. 

The diploma program is a challenging two-year curriculum designed  

for the last 2 years of the students’ education. More than a 

collection of facts, it challenges them to raise questions, to develop 

a sense of their own identity and culture and an understanding  

and appreciation of other cultures. The curriculum consists of 6 

subject groups and a core comprising three separate parts. The 6 

subjects include two languages, Individuals and Society, Mathematics 

and Computer Sciences, the Arts, and Experimental Sciences. Usually 

3 of them are studied at a higher level, which means 240 hours of 

work. The remaining three are studied at the standard level, which 

means an accumulation of courses representing 150 teaching hours. 

The core to the curriculum consists of three parts: an Extended Essay, 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK), and Creativity, Action, Service (CAS).  

The core is compulsory and is central to the philosophy of the Diploma 

Program. 	 >>>

Recently, publicity has revisited the plight of Romanian children in 

state run agencies. CNN International recently ran a story entitled  

“The Lost Generation.” In January, Science News reported on a 

comparative study looking at the thinking and reasoning develop- 

ments of Romanian children in foster homes and those in state 

institutions. In other words, although the situation has improved 

dramatically from that of the early 1990s, a lot still needs to be done. 

But of course, the ultimate goal of such a project is to connect people 

to each other. The FIS school community has been pivotal in this 

regard. Be it Girls Guides or Middle School Students or the Elementary 

School or Creativity Action Service (CAS) students, everyone has played 

their part. Past and present members of the PTO have also been 

crucial in orchestrating the FIS’s involvement in supporting Fundatia 

Inocenti. Members of our PTO visited Bistrita from 29th September to 

2nd October. Without their involvement very little of this would have 

gotten started!

The Grade 11 class will take their class fieldtrip to Bistrita in June, 

2008. They will engage in a series of projects which will not just 

satisfy CAS requirements, which encourages students to get involved 

in organizations that provide opportunities for improving the lives  

of others, but will also act as another tangible means of linking  

people to people.

Dr. Liam Browne 

High School Principal

From left to right: Declan O’Flaherty, Felix Katzer and Ivo Chladek;

Scene: Grade 11 Romania fieldtrip – working on a playground in Romania
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Accreditation of the FIS

Early on in the school’s development, a decision was made to align 

the FIS with the organizations which support international schools 

throughout the world. This link into the international schools’ network 

provided many advantages for our school. We could take advantage  

of the professional development offerings of the organizations,   

adhere to their guidelines regarding membership, and eventually 

receive the stamp of approval for excellence and become an accredited 

school. Accreditation is an on-going process, which means that the  

FIS must constantly uphold high standards.

The FIS joined the Council of International Schools (CIS) and the Asso- 

ciation of German International Schools (AGIS) in school year  

2000 - 2001. With this move the FIS took the first step toward aligning 

itself with the guidelines set by CIS as standards of excellence. In  

school year 2003 - 2004 the FIS entered the accreditation program  

of CIS. By joining the New England Association of Schools and  

Colleges (NEASC) we became eligible to achieve accredited status  

from an additional internationally renowned association. The FIS  

hosted a preliminary visit with representatives from both of these 

organizations in the fall of 2003. The two visitors approved the  

school to undertake a rigorous self study based on standards for 

becoming an accredited school. The self study resulted in a year of  

further improvement for the FIS operation. All of the changes at  

the FIS were now made with the continually reviewed standards 

for accreditation in mind, which are based on what is considered 

best practice today in international education. The self study 

was completed in the middle of school year 2004 - 2005. Based 

on this internal assessment the FIS hosted a visiting team of 8 

professionals from schools around the world. The team was chaired 

by Bill Rose †, then Director of the International School of Vilnius in 

Lithuania. During the team’s visit, the members verified the findings  

of the school during the self study in 7 major areas of school  

operation: philosophy, curriculum, governance and finance, staff, 

resources, student support services and student and community life. 

The final report presented the visiting team’s findings. As a result  

both the CIS and NEASC Boards voted to award the FIS the status of  

an accredited school.

Most of recommendations which the visiting team suggested 

were implemented. They resulted in more improvements to the FIS  

program. The FIS management described them in the one-year 

report, which was accepted by both organizations and continued  

the accredited status of the school. The FIS continues in the  

accreditation cycle, periodically hosting representatives of both 

accrediting organizations to further confirm the standing of the FIS  

in their eyes as a school of excellence 

Fred Runkel 

Director

In the Extended Essay, the individual student has the opportunity  

to investigate in depth a topic of personal interest. It is to be com-

posed with writing skills expected at the university level. The Theory 

of Knowledge (TOK) encourages students to be critical thinkers and 

exposes them to epistemology. The CAS program makes students  

aware of life outside of academe. It involves them in artistic pursuits, 

sports, and community service. The FIS students, for example, can 

develop a CAS project from their involvement in the Fundatia Inocenti 

project (see p. 67f). If candidates successfully pass examinations in  

the languages and meet all the other criteria for successful completion 

of the Diploma Program, they are eligible to receive a Bilingual 

Diploma.

The assessment of student achievement takes place in many ways 

throughout the IB program. The goal is to achieve a common standard 

worldwide, which is as objective and reliable as possible. Faculty in  

the school, who fulfill IB qualifications, evaluate individual pieces  

of work, which include oral exercises in language subjects, individual 

projects, student portfolios, class presentations, and, where appro-

priate, laboratory work, mathematical investigations and artistic 

performances. There is also an external assessment. Students gen-

erally take six examinations, which include one in each of the above  

mentioned subject groups. The final exams are given on the same day 

worldwide, usually in May, and graded by a group of external educators. 

An exam taken in Erlangen in Chemistry might be graded in India. 

There has been little inflation in the grades in the last years. Because 

of their objectivity and reliability, the externally marked examinations 

provide the larger share of the evaluation for each subject. For 

additional information, see www.ibo.org; and http://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/International_Baccalaureate.

Prof. Dr. William F. Sheldon

Founding Chairman (1995-1998) and now Secretary of the Board of Directors
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World Book Day (WBD) 

The Elementary School celebrated World Book Day on April 

23 rd. This celebration was started by the UNESCO in 1995.  

It drew inspiration from the Catalan tradition of lovers  

marking St George’s Day by exchanging books and roses.  

On this day in Catalonia, Spain, numerous book fairs and  

street festivals are held and customers are offered a rose with 

every book they buy. April 23 rd is a symbolic date in world 

literature, marking the birth or death of such writers as 

Cervantes, Shakespeare and the Inca Garcilaso de la Vega.

We organized several events at the Dassler Villa on World Book  

Day. In the “Get Caught Reading” Photo Competition, it was so  

difficult to choose the funniest photo of a student caught reading  

in an unusual situation that we decided to put all the names into a  

hat and Romeo Dugardin was the winner. All photos were subse- 

quently displayed on the Library Notice board.

At the “FIS Book Exchange,” students brought unwanted books,  

which Mrs. Smith exchanged for a “RUFIS voucher.” On WBD the 

very first FIS Book Exchange took place. RUFIS vouchers could be ex- 

changed for books. If you did not have enough vouchers, you could  

pay 50 cents or 1 euro per book. It was a very successful event and half 

the proceeds were donated to the Romanian Appeal and the rest for 

future library competitions.

For the “Book Character Dress Up,” students and teachers came to 

school dressed as their favourite book character. We anticipated that 

many Grade 3 boys would come as Captain Underpants!

The “Students vs. Teachers Library Quiz” excited the students. 4 teams 

of students (each made up of 4 students, 1 from each Grade) competed  

against a team of teachers (Mr. Lawler, Ms. Dufresne, Mrs. Andrews  

and Mrs. Allen). “Spud Murphy” (aka Mrs. Smith) was the Quiz mistress. 

The PTO donated prizes for the winning team.

Elaine Smith

Librarian
Martina Manna as Matilda and Anne-Fleur Koster (both Grade 3) 
as Pippi Longstocking at the Book Exchange

 Cosimo Gaudio (Grade 3) as Captain Underpants

Elaine Smith in costume as Spud Murphy

Elaine Smith
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The FIS After School Activity Program Acknowledgements

The FIS After School Activitiy Program takes place for 10 

weeks two times per year. The first round of activities 

typically begins in October and finishes in December. The 

second round typically begins in March and ends in June.  

The students (and staff!) anxiously await the start of this  

fun and exciting program each year!

There are a variety of activities covering a wide spectrum  

of interests from sports to cooking to music to drama ... 

just to name a few! The activities are primarily offered by 

our teaching staff and vary to some degree from semester  

to semester and year to year.

Some of the activities which have been offered at the FIS are: 

 

Sports

	 Cricket	 Cheerleading

	 Floor Hockey	 Volleyball

	 Basketball	 Running Club

	 Swimming	 Football

Music

	 Jazz Band	 Choir

	 Guitar Lessons	 DJ Club

Crafts

	 Seasonal Crafts	 Magic Club

	 Sewing	 Scrapbooking

	 Easy 30 Minute Meals	 Printmaking

	 Observational Drawing

Languages/Cultural Sharing

	 Spanish Club	 Australian Baking

	 French Club	 German Drama Club

	 Italian Cooking

	

Miscellaneous

	 Board Games	 Modelling and Fashion Show

	 Quiz Club	 Computer Fun

	 Chess Club	 Eco Club

	 Drama Productions	 FIS Newspaper

… and the list goes on and on and on!

We look forward to further developing this ever popular program in 

our new facilities in Erlangen!

Carrie Quinn-Thorpe

Admissions Officer

The Festschrift deals with the beginnings and first decade of the 

Franconian International School. But it exudes the flavor and fervor of 

the present and the future. The FIS is a success story par excellence.    The 

authors have been, are and continue to be involved with the FIS, most 

of them personally and the rest through the institutions, which they 

represent. On the occasion of its tenth year in operation, government 

officials, school administrators and staff, parents, the school architect, 

business people, teachers, and students all took the time to comment 

on some aspect of the FIS. Although busy in the best of circumstances,  

the teachers had an additional burden on their hands with the  

move from Herzogenaurach to Erlangen. My thanks go out to the 

authors and those who helped me with the edition. I am grateful to 

the FIS Board of Governors for supporting this project, to Matthias 

Malessa for letting Gudrun Vogt help me and to Ralf Guntermann, 

who arranged for a generous donation from Siemens AG to make  

the publication possible. I hope it provides you a vivid picture of  

what life and learning at the FIS is like. 

Prof. Dr. William F. Sheldon

Founding Chairman (1995-1998) and now Secretary of the Board of Directors

Director GAI / America House Nürnberg 1981-2003

Carrie Quinn-Thorpe
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